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religion of his father in certain cases in which the two parents
belonged to different sects, whereas the Shariah required him to
follow the religion of his Moslem parent.

The Ulema presented a memorandum to the Nationalist
Government of Jamil Mardam Bey, setting forth these and other
theological objections and protesting against the decree. The
Government was sympathetic to them, not only because of its
desire to keep on good terms with orthodox Islam, but also
because of the political circumstances of the moment. Franco-
Syrian relations were strained, owing to the failure of the French
Government to secure the ratification of the Treaty of 1936.
The Syrian Ministry resented the way in which the decree had
been issued by the High Commissioner, over its own head and
that of the Chamber. When the Ulema presented their memor-
andum to the Prime Minister, he replied that his Government
was not willing to accept the decree, and soon afterwards the
Minister of Justice issued instructions to the Courts not to apply
it.

Shortly afterwards, for this and other reasons, the Government
resigned. The High Commissioner had triumphed on the
constitutional question. Subsequently, however, in view of the
passions which the decree had aroused, he issued a new one
excluding Moslems from the application of the laws of 1936 and
1938. No further step to regularize the situation has been taken
since then.

Divisions of ike Country

The figures given in the first section show that there are three
districts of Syria in which the Arab Sunnis do not possess a
majority: they are Jebel Druze, where the Druzes are in the
majority, Lataiia, with a majority of Akwis, and the Jazirah,
which is divided between Kurds, Aiab Moslems and Christians
of different kinds. It will be convenient to describe each of
these districts separately before dealing with the remainder of
the country.

Jebel Druze

Jebd Dmze was settled in the course of the nineteenth century
by Druzes coming from Lebanon in order to escape Turkish
government, military service, foreign interference, Christian
rivalry and in general all restrictions upon their liberty to foltow